MENTAL HEALTH LOCAL ADVISORY COUNCIL

November 9, 2009 – MINUTES
_______________

In attendance:  Council Members:  Jacob Wagner, Tom Peluso, Kathy Berg, Jerry Johnson, Eric Bryson, Betsy Garrigues, Shelly Johnson, Lori Marchak, Sally Miller and Commissioner Murdock; Advocacy Members: Dennis Cox (AMDD), Dorothy Eck, and Pierre Martineau (Mayor, West Yellowstone), .  Guests: Gerry Higgins, Karen Finke (private practice), Anna Edwards (Haven Network), Angela Jenning (BDH) and Officer Marty Kent; and Staff: Glenda Howze.  
Commissioner Murdock took minutes at the meeting due to the absence of Ms. Howze.
Ms. Miller informed the group of the SAA’s opportunity to apply for a SAMSA grant - $70,000/year possibility.  (She’s going to apply, anyway, but wants the LAC to either write a letter of support or otherwise comment.)

CALM4US – Mr. Peluso said he’s already aware of an existing SAMSA grant with the WRAP program to address the cycle of recovery.  Jacob informed the group that CALM4US did not necessarily work thru local LAC’s but the mental health centers which might be counter to how we at the local LAC’s want to work.  (lots of confusion followed)  Sally will circulate a 1 page overview and then delegate to Jacob to sign off on letter of support pursuant to his approval.  Mr. Johnson made a motion to do the above, Ms. Marchak seconded the motion.  All vote aye.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Discussion followed around last month’s homeless discussion.  It was agreed that we needed more case management for our local homeless.  It was suggested that the council needs Marlene Dusburg to attend and explain what can be on the table (PATH) for homeless situations.  Mr. Peluso will contact her and ask her to attend our LAC and present.
The Department of Corrections will provide funds for either beds in a homeless shelter or related homeless services (AMDD & bridge with DOC to resolve mutual problems). Deb Matus and Dan Ladd are the contacts for HB 130.  Tom Peluso will contact them.

Dennis suggested that we keep bringing back homeless spokespersons so that we have a reality check as we progress addressing their issues.  

Mr. Peluso made a motion to approve the October minutes as written.  Ms. Miller seconded the motion.  All voted aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Peluso informed the group of a money and advocacy program (non profit) to expand some of the LAC type goals.  The group decided to ask the LAC Advocacy sub-committee to explore this.

Mr. Bryson made a motion to have the Advocacy Committee to explore/pursue a non-profit mental health foundation.  Ms. Miller seconded the motion.  All voted aye.  Motion carried unanimously.

Karen Finke gave an overview of child (mental health) advocacy group wants, health experiences – a presentation will be scheduled on the February agenda.

Mr. Peluso gave an update of the Hope House construction progress.  The Eck House will be ready by January 1.  The Hope House is expected to be complete in February.  The outpatient and drop-in [center] buildings are ‘just out of the ground’ and will be later.
Meeting adjourned at 1:09PM
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