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Notes on the data 
Why gather data? According to MCA 61-2-106, “County 
drinking and driving prevention program:”  
 

(4) The presiding officer of the task force shall submit to the county governing 
body:  
   

(b) an annual report containing but not limited to:  

 
     (i) an evaluation of the effectiveness of the program;  
     (ii) the number of arrests and convictions in the county for 
driving under the influence of alcohol and the sentences 
imposed for these convictions;  
     (iii) the number of alcohol-related traffic accidents in the county; 
and  
     (iv) any other information requested by the county governing body 
or considered appropriate by the task force.  
     



Notes on the data 
 

– This project began in 2003 when Gallatin County 
Criminal Justice Consultant David Bennett was 
working on data snapshots to illustrate what was 
happening in the county’s criminal justice system.  
Bennett collaborated on the type of data collected.  

– The original data focused on April and May. Each 
successive year has continued to focus on those two 
months. For consistency, those have continued to be 
the months researched.  



Notes on the data 

– For some years the data is incomplete. For example, 
the data for 2006 only represents Justice Court. 

– 13 records indicate over two years from citation date 
to initial court date, however, the dates may be 
incorrect. Research on any given year is completed 
about a year out from the initial citations.  For 
instance, 2011 data will be completed in spring of 
2012.  

– Lack of BAC info on ticket does not mean there isn’t 
any BAC info, it’s just not readily available to the 
Judge. 



Notes on the data 

– Felony data needs further research. 



The percent of Gallatin County DUI cases convicted of a charge that differs from 

the original citation, by Court 
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The number of Gallatin County DUI cases that were booked in to the Detention Center or were cited 

and released, April/May 2003-2010 
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• This data was not part of the 

original data set.  

• Cases with a lawyer or public 

defender average 49 days to 

adjudicate (range is 559 days to 0 

- the 559 is probably a data error) 

• Cases without a lawyer or public 

defender average 139 days to 

adjudicate (range is 977 days to 0 

- again the 997 days is likely a 

data error) 
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The original charge compared with the final sentence,  

Bozeman Municipal Court 



The original charge compared with the final sentence,  

Belgrade Municipal Court 
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Was the Blood Alcohol Content reported on the ticket? 
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Did the defendant fail to appear at some point in the  

adjudication process ?  
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